Notes for Regulus lexical acquisition tool

Plan

· Start with English

· Grammar is in good shape

· Lex macros already exist

· Next French

· Test: Italian
Basic functionality

· Two modes: enter from corpus/enter individual words
· Can switch from corpus-based to word-based

· In particular, needed for compounds/multi-word entries

· Tie to output lexicon

· Need to be able to read existing lexicon to see which words have been entered

· What to do about words with multiple entries?

· What to do about function words?
Infrastructure

· Define lexicon macros for all languages as in Eng

· Lex tool creates macro entries

· Tool can check that entries compile

· Tool to reformat lexicon in terms of lex macros
Form of GUI

· Java-based

· Initial appearance modelled on CLE LexMake tool

· Support for non-European character sets (Arabic, Korean)

· Unicode?

· Menus for fixed-range features

· Must handle disjunctive feature values

· Can define paradigm words


· Two-level menus

· Top level is lex macros

· Second level is paradigms

· Mode for defining paradigm

· Specify fixed and variable fields

Config file

· XML format

· Generate automatically from

· File of lex macros

· File of examples

· File of paradigm words

· Grammar (to find ranges for features)

· One record for each lexicon macro
· Defines slots in macro 

· For slot with fixed range of values

· Name of slot

· Range of values

· Default value

· Help info

· For slot with open range of values

· Name of slot

· Permitted fillers

· Example to edit

· Help info
Information needed to enter new word

· Subcat

· Config file can remind about related subcats, e.g. trans ( intrans

· Sortal features

· Other features 

· language-dependent

· defined by config file

· Different inflections 

· initially filled in with example word
· defined by config file

· Semantic tag (can show tags for similar words)

· One or more examples

· Can assign examples to recognition/generation training corpus

· Can check that examples parse

· Can pair with English example

· Could use to induce Lang ( interlingua transfer rule

